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Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


To the Society of CATECHUMENS 

who attend on the Lecture in the 

Old-Jewry, at whoſe Requeſt the 
following Diſcourſe was Pub- 
liſhed. 

Belowed in the Lord, 


H O' the Stroke of Death always carries in 
it ſomething Awtull as well as Afflictive 
yer 'tis much more ſo, when it removes our 


they know not that they are Called out of this 
World till they perceive themſelves in another : 
But when this is attended with uncommon Bar- 
barity, and unprovoked Fury, bringing with it 
the horrid Gailt of Blood, what can be more Af- 
ſecting; ſuch a Providence hath lately befalPa 
One of your Number, and had we taken no No- 
tice of it, we might juſtly have been charged 
with Neglect. 

This made me think my ſelf obliged to com- 
ply with your Requeſt, joyn'd with that of his 
| "1 2 neareſt 


Friends without a Moments Warning, ſo that 


* 1 
The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


2 neareſt Relatives, in inſiſting on a Subject which w! 
I thought ſuitable to the melancholy Occaſion, pt 
and I hopeit was not without ſome good Succeſs: | 
If the Perufal of it as preſented to you in this Ml for 
Form, with ſome neceſſary Enlargements, may be I . 
of uſe to promote Practical Religion among you, E 
the common Complaint of the World's being over. Dj 
Stock'd with Books, will the leſs affect me. val 

Tis a juſt Concern for promoting the Intereſt I Ex 
of Chriſt in the Rag Generation, which is the ( 
Cement of your Society. If this End be anſwered, 2 

Fe” the Addition of our Evening Service among you, W the 
to the Work in which my Reverend Brother and I Ml tat 
are ſeverally engaged, the reſt of the Lord's Day MW ati. 
will give us freſh Delight, how much ſoever it 
may add to our Expence of Strength. For my 
part I have reaſon to bleſs God, that I have not 
ſuffered any ſenſible Inconvenience thereby, ſince 
I firſt comply'd with your Invitation thereunto; 
and the good Hope that our Labour is not in vain 
in the Lord, affords Encouragement equal to tho 
Difficulty of the Undertaking. 

We live in a Day wherein the moſt Important 
Doctrines of Chriſtianity are not only Oppoſed, 
but treated with Contempt; many deny the onh 
Lord God, and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; and the Work 
and Glory of the Hy G-oft is traduced, or deem'd 
unneceſſary to the promoting of Practical Godli- 
neſs. A Flood of Arheiſin and Irreligion ruſhes in 
upon us with a threatning Violence, and many 
who boaſt of their Sprightly Parts, pretending t0 
be Mailers of Reaſon, are by the Arts of thoſe, 


who 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
who lie in wait to deceive, turn'd aſide from the Sim. 
plicity of the Goſpel. | 

I need not infer from hence, how neceſſary it is 
for youto be well Eſtabliſhed in the f Priuci- 
| ples of the Oracles of God: And, that you eſteem the 
Excellent Compoſure of the Reverend Aſſembly of 
Divines at Weſtminſter, adapted to anſwer this 
valuable End, your Practice in attending to the 
Explication thereof ſufficiently declares, 

Our Inſiſting, in our reſpective Turns, on Doctri. 
1 and Practical Truths, will I hope, through 
the Bleſſing of God, have a Tendency both to E- 
ſtabliſn your Minds and Influence your Conver- 
ation, that you may be able to Adorn and Contend 
earneſtly for the Faith once deljver'd to the Saints. 

Your preſent Stage of Life will afford the beſt 
or worſt Proſpect, as to what concerns Futurity, 
according to the Principles you imbibe, and your 
Practice reſulting from them. If you begin well, 
you may hope for the Bleſſing of God to follow 
you 1n your more advanced Years, and may be 
truly reckon'd the Church's Hope and Glory: 
But if otherwiſe, you lay up Troubles in ſtore for 
your ſelves, and are not like to do any ſervice to 
the Intereſt of Chriſt in your Generation, which 
God forbid. 8 

As to what concerns this awful Providence, it 
has a loud Voice to warn us of the Uncertainty of 
Lite, and to enforce the Neceſſity of an early Pre- 
paration for our great Change. Tf the important 
Affair, for which we came into the World, and 
on which depends our Comfort and Uſefulneſs in 

b | | | It 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
it, be adjuſted ; if God beour reconciled Friend in 
the Blood of Jeſus ; If we can ſay he Life which II 
we now live in the Fleſh is by the Faith of the Son of 
God, then we need not be afraid of ſudden Death. [ 
And when we have thus improv'd it for our 
own good, let us ſympathiſe with thoſe ho 
are more ſenſibly afflicted in this Loſs. You have 
loſt a uſeful Member of your Society; but what is 
this compar*d with the Loſs ſuſtain'd by Parents? 
If the parting of Friends makes an Impreſſion 
ES equal to the Advantage enjoy'd in Converſation, 
or our Expectation of Happineſs, ſo far as they 
are deſign'd to convey it, then how much is frai 
Nature oppreſsd, how heavy it's Burden, when 
our neareſt Relatives who are, next to God, our 
Hope, our Joy, our Comfort, are taken away 
with a Stroke, and moſt of all, when with ſuch 
Circumſtances as attend this Providence ! - 
May the great God give in ſuitable Comforts 
to thoſe whom his Hand nearly touches ; and 
that while it is lifted up againſt others, his ten- 
der Mercies may be your conſtant Defence and 
Portion; is the humble Requeſt of, 


Your Affectionate Friend and S ervant 
for Chriſt's Sake, 


London, Oct. 
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Tho. Ridgley, 
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The Advantage of Falling into the 
Hand of God rather than Man. 


Funeral S E R MON. 


I CHRON. xxl. 13. 


And David ſaid unto Gad, I am in a great Strait: 4 
let me fall nom into the Hand of the Lord ( for ve- vt 
ry great are his Mercies) but let me not fall into 1 
the Hand of Man. 3 


8 

d HEN David had been attended with many 1 

* Bucceſſes in War, and now, as tis very proba- 4 

0 ble, obtained Peace and Glory, he makes a very | 1 
bad Uſe of it; and being lifted up with the Thoughts of i 


having ſo vaſt and ſucceſsful an Army under his Com- 
mand, he orders Joab to Number them; not to auſwer J 
any preſent Emergency which might require it, but 1 
meerly to ſatisfie his ambitious Humour. Joab though q 
a Man more verſed in War than Religion, being ſenſi- 
ble that this was a Crime highly diſpleaſing to God, en- 
ey; deavour d to diſſwade him from it, as a thing Abomi- 

nable to him. But the King was peremptory in his Com- 4 
mand, which muſt be obey'd whatever be the Conſe- 9 
guence thereof; whereupon being unwilling to incur 1 
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Aug left in the Hands of Men, as {ome obſerve, out of 
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his Diſpleaſure he proceeds, and in ſome Months. ac- 

ompliſhes his Undertaking : But God ſbews his high 
Difvleaſure againſt it; for it was a Work which had 
it'$riſe from Satan : His Judgments were prepared; aud 
Sad the Prophet was fent with the heavy Tidings there: MY be 
of; David muſt take his choice of one of three Things 
propolcd ; either three Tears Famine, or three Days Peſt;. 
lexce, which is called the Sword of the Lord, or elſe 
be deſtrqed whilſt the People fled before their Enemies. Up- 
on this it is ſaid, in theſe words of my Text, that David 
was in a very great Strait; he ſaw nothing but preſent . 0 
Detolation, and Death, which not only threaten'd his 
own Perſon, but would befall multitudes of his Sub- 
jects. However he muſt return an immediate Anſwer, up- 
on which he ſays, Let me fall now into the hand of the 
Lord, fur very great are his Mercies; 9. d.“ Let the Lord Vd, * 
* {end Peſtilence or Famire as he pleaſes,but let him not call 
„ Teave me in the Hand of thoſe who will inſult me 
£ ͤhoſe tender Mercies are Cruel. He is affraid of be- 


aRegard to his Subjects; for had he choſen Famine, he 
might have ſecured himſelf from the Inconveniencies 
thereot; for tho there wasScareity among theGeneraliry MW, An. 
of the People, there would be Plenty at Court, andif he wl 
ke had choſen to be purſued by his Enemies, he might 
have found ſome Retreat, retir'd to ſome ſtrong Hold 
and there found Safety; but what would the common 
Soldiers have done. Beſides, he deſires, not to fall into the eds 
hauds of Men, becauſe this would have been a Reproach 
to the People of God in gencral, to have it ſaid that 
they were made a. Prey to the common Enemy; there- 
fore, ſays he, let me fall into the hand of the Lord : 9. d. 
© God ſends Peſtilence which is his Sword, that makes 
no Diſtinction, I ſhall be as much expoſed as the 
© meanecſt of my Subjects, this I chufe becauſe I de- 
.* ſerveit, for the Sin lies at my Door which is the occa- 
# fionof this Judgement. 3 
wes We ny, 


| x, 
We obſerve in the Words; That there lies 
Something which he deprecates, viz. Falling into the 
hard of Man; and "gt ONE 


if the Lor d, | o 
And the Reaſon of this his Choice is; beca iſe bis 
Mercies are very great, 5 | 
Therefore in ſpeaking to Them, I ſhall obſerve 
this Method, | 


I. Conſider, what a ſore Judgment it is to be left in the 
ad of enraged Enemies, and ſo die by their Sword, 
which David was ſo much afraid of. 


Il. How much more eligible it is to fall into the Hand of 
d, that he may take us away in Mercy, it he deſigns 
o call us hence, or ſpare us, it he hath any more Work 
vr us to do in this World. | 


II. The Reaſons of this kind and merciful Diſpenſa- 
jon of Providence towards thoſe who are fallen into his 
and. | 


the whole. 


I. What a fore Judgment it is to be left in the Hands 
Men. Man who is a fallen Creature, having the 
keds of all Sin in his Nature, is not only ſet againſt 
od, but againſt his Fellow Creatures; there is a great 
leal of Rage and Fury prevailing in the Breaſt of all who 
e not under the Reſtraint of Divine Grace. In this 
hey bear the Image of the Devil, upon which account 
vicked Men are called his Children, John 8. 44. and 
ome have a near reſemblance to him in this particular, 
ws he is ſaid to have been a Murderer from the Beginning; 
his is too notorious in thoſe who, to ſatisfie their Re- 
enge, will not ſtick at the greateſt Inſtances of Barba- 
Ity, | That 
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; Something which he Chuſes, Let me fall into the hand 


And then conclude with ſome Practical Inferences from | 
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tent of this Rage and F ury, that is exerciſed by Onea 


of Nature, a higher Degree of Honour, or more Plenty 


could not think themſelves happy in their own Poſleſſ 


they ſutfer à jult Puniſlunent for them in this Like ik 
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That we may 2 little conſider the Reaſon and Ex 


gainſt another, let us lay down Three Propoſitions. 
1. There is a Propriety or Claim, which, by the allot 
ment of Providence, particular Perſons have to a par 
of the Good Things of this Life. The moſt High whe 
is the Sovereign Diſpoſer of all things has parcell'd ou 
the World, divided to the Nations their Inheritance; eve 
one has his Portion, whether it be a larger or ſhorter 
Allowance, ſomething which he can call his own, whic 
no one hath a juſt Right to take from him. 
2. Fallen Man is naturally diſcontent with what Pre 
vidence has allotted him, and therefore is prone ti 
Envy others, becauſe they poſleſs ſomething which he 
thinks better, or more, than what he is poſleſs'd of; i 
others have a greater ſhare of the Gifts and Endowment 


of the good things of Providence, which tend to thi 
Conveniency of Life, this draws forth the Envy « 
others, and either puts them upon uſing the moſt untea 
ſonable and injurious Methods to murder the Reputat 
on of thoſe who have a better Character in the Work 
than themſclves, whereby they often attempt tha 
which brings no real Advantage to 'em : Or elſe the 
_ yet further, to take away their Lives, thoug 
hereby they forfeit and hazard the loſs of their oy 
as well as offer Violence to the ſmall Remains of Huma 


hure, 
rden 
e imm 
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andin 
UL bi, 


re, 


Nature, and ruin their own Souls. The firſt Murthe ill no 


Thich 


that was Committed, was occaſioned by God's public * 


Approbation of Righteous AL-!, which ſtirred up th 

Rage of his Brother. And fince then many like Nu 
have fallen a Sacrifice to the Avarice of thoſe wil We 
un im 
othing 
its, t 


or the 


ons without plundering them of theirs. Diſcontent li 
at the bottom of all; and this is ſometimes atrendd 
with Fear, leaſt their Crimes ſhould be diſcovercd aiY 


(1) 


hat herein we have an Inſtance of the great Degenera- 
5 of Fallen Man, who deſires what is forbidden, pur- 
es with Violence what he has no right to, being unea- 
ſc in his preſent Condition. | | 

3. Theſe Inſtances of Injury and Oppreſſion would 
he Univerſal, were it not for the Interpoſure of Divine 
I quidence 3 for, what Bounds can be ſet to the Corrupt 
fions of Men, but by the God of Nature, who hath 
e Hearts of all in his own Hand. Now, that every 
ne doth not execute that Malice which lies hid in his 
reaſt; does not commit the moſt barbarous Crimes; 
hit the World is not a Scene of Blood and Violence, 
all owing to the Iaterpeſure of Providence, and that 
uious ways. | 

it. By giving forth a Law which not only directs the 
\&ions of Men, but to this is annext a Threatning a- 
inſt thoſe who venture to break it, declaring that 
ch Crimes committed are worthy of Death : This 
tleaſt awakens the fears ot Men, keeps the World in 
we, gives a check to their Fury, and if they are ſo 
ardened, that the threatnings of Vindictive Juſtice, to 
immediately executed by God himſelf have no Influ- 
ice upon them, tis ordained that ſuch Crimes ſhall 
; puniſhed by the Sword of Man, according to the 
inding Law, that whoſo /beddeth Man's Blood, by Man 
ll bis Blood be ſhed, Gen. 9.6. If the Terrour of Conſci- 
Ice, awaken d by the Vengeance of a jealous God 
l not prevent what many would otherwiſe Commit, 
hich oftentimes it does; the fear of Man who bear- 
not the Sword in vain, and the Sanction annex'd to 
uman Laws are, by the merciful Direction of Provi- 
lence, ordained to anſwer that End. 

2d. God prevents the Rage and Fury of Men by his 
un immediate Reſtraint, When they are meditating 
othing but Revenge, ſuch Terrours fall upon their Spi- 
its, that they cannot execute what they purpoſed, 
jot the Dread of God prevents them. Sometimes Pro- 
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vidence prevents their executing their Deſigns by taking 


away the Object, preventing them, for whom the Inſtru- 
ments of Death are prepar d, from falling in their way; 
Or if their Paſſions are raiſed, and their Rage exceeds al 
bounds, he diſarms them of their Power, and thereby 
prevents the Miſchief that would otherwiſe enſue. Of 
this there are daily Inſtances; for there is nothing hap- 
pens in the World without the Over-ruling Providence 
of God, which, for the ſecurity of his People, gives 
a check to thoſe pernicious Attempts that are directed 
againſt them, | 
But, as ſome are only reſtrained from ſuch Enor- 
mities, others are renew'd by Divine Grace; there is 2 
Change wrought upon their Hearts, ſo that they hate 
every falſe way. If all the World had been partakers 
this Grace, eſpecially, had all the Seeds and Principle 
of Enmity been deſtroy'd, had every one learn'd in whit 
ever ſlate he is therewith to be content, David would hare 
ad no occaſion to ſay, Let me not fall into the Hands i 
en : But he means, let me not fall into the Hands of 
Men left to themſclves, abandon'd to their Luſts, le 
ſide by the ourrage of their own Paſſions, becauſe de 
titute of the Grace of God and Humanity towards on 
another, let me not be left to their Mercy who fearno 
God nor regard Man, But this leads us to the Sn 
General Head, to conſider, 
II. The thing choſen, Let me fall into the Hand ft 
Lord: Twill be neceſſary,] for our underſtanding ti 
fatter of David i choice, to enquire, whether if he ha 
fallen into the Hand of Mai, he had not at the ſ 
time fall'n into the Handof God. *Tis certain that ne 
thing is done in the Worid without the Divine Permill 
on, and his upholding and overruling Providence 
without which no one can lift up his Hand againſt anc 
ther. Hence God is ſaid ſometimes to make uſe « 


Wicked Men as Inſtruments to fulfil his Will in a Judi 


way, upon which account they are call'd his 
| 4 


(13) 
and his Hand, Pſal. 17. 13, 14. tho, at the ſame time, he 
hates the Sin that they commit therein; It is one thing 
br God to concur by his general upholding Provi- 
all dence to the Actions of Men, ſo far as they are the ef- 
by fs of Power ; and another thing tor him to approve 
Of of them as they are polluted with Sin, which is from 
ap. themſelves. However this general concourſe of God, 
ice may give occaſion to ſome to ohject, that when we fall 
res into the Hands of Men, we alſo fall into the Hand of 
ted Divine Providence. Therefore it muſt be allow'd, that 

theſe two are not oppoſed in al] reſpects; But the 
or. MW meaning is this, Let me not be given up to the Wall 
of Man; it God deſigns that I ſhall be humbled for 
© mine Iniquity, if he hath prepar'd his Judgments 
* which mult fall upon me, let me be more immediate- 
* ly under his own Hand. 

Now we ſhall conſider what David intends, when he 
deſires to fall into the Hand of God. We muſt ſuppoſe 
that he has herein a regard either to Lite or Death, as 
the conſequence hereof; Or elſe he is not ſollicitous about 
the Event, but leaves the matter entirely wich God, 
and the only thing deſir d is, that whatever be the So- 
vereign Pleaſure of God with relation thereunto, he 
may experience the comfortable Influence of Divine 
Mercy; if ſo tis as tho he ſhould ſay, as he docs 
in another Caſe, here am I, let him do to me as ſeemeth 
good unto him, only whether he bid me ſtay or go hence, 
kt the Diſpenſation be mix d with Mercy. 

iſt. If he deſires to fall into the Hand of God, as hav- 
ing a ſecret Hope that he will ſpare him: We may obſerve 
trom hence, that the beſt of Men have ſometimes many 
lad Thoughts, great Reluctancy and Uneaſineſs in the 
mmediate View of Death, which they look upon as 
the King of Terrours. And is it any wonder to find Da- 
vid in ſuch a frame, to any one who duly conſiders 
ici what it is to die; But much more, when he had by his 
Suu vin committed but juſt before, brought down this as a 

114 | Puniſhment 


(14) 
Puniſhment on his own Head. Conſider him as hat;. 
zualy but not afualy prepar'd for Death, and then MI | 
we may reaſonably ſuppole him deſiring, and hoping Il *© 
for a further Reprieve, reſolving to improve the Remains f 
of Time in making Supplication to his Judge, and I 6 
this ſhall be his importunate Requeſt, as we read it was, Ill ©: 
elſewhere, Pſal. 39. 13. O ſpare me that I may recover 
ſtrength before I go hence aud be no more ; and he hopes h 
that he ſhall not addreſs himſelf to God in vain, tor M 
bis Mercies are very great. 

This was the Caſe of that excellent King Hezekiah, 
he was very much ſurprized when the Prophet Iſaiah 

8 told him, Chap. 38. that he mult ſer his Houſe in order, and 
prepare for his Departure which was at hand, unleſs an 
extraordinary Interpoſure of Providence, beyond the ex- 
pectation of Men, prevented it. How did he mourn before 
the Lord, and that with great Bitterneſs? With what regret 
does he entertain theſe Thoughts, That he ſhould belli 
Man no more with the Inhabitants of the World, that his 
Age was departed, his Life cut off with pining Sickneſs? With 
what a dread of God does he expreſs himſelf, from Day 
even to Night wilt thou make an end of me, I reckon d till 
Morning, that as a Lyon ſo will he breakall my Bones? The 
Reaſon. of this was, becauſe, tho he had Grace, yet he 
had not thoſe preſent Exerciſes thereof, which are ne- 
ceflary to ſupport and comfort a Believer, when ſtand- 
ing upon the Brink of Eternity. 

If therefore we ſuppoſe that David defires to fall im 
the Hand of God, hoping thereby to be deliver d from 
Death according to the greatneſs of his Mercy, it argues 
that the Thoughts thereof were very formidable to 
him. But, 3 

24ly, If we ſuppoſe him leſ concern d about the Event a 
ta T.ije or Death, leaving that to the Direction of Provi- 
dence ; yet he would fall into the Hand of a merciful 
God, and would, if he muſt leave the World, dic 
the common Death of all Men, not with Blood. 
| : iolence 


(is) | 
Violence, nor by the Rage of Men ; he would fall into 
the Hand of God, for then he knew himfelf in the 
Hand of a compaſſionate Friend, who would do him 
either in Life or Death, either ſpare him in Mer- 

cv, or take him to a better World, | 

Here let us conſider the Mercy of God towards 
his Saints, when they have the Sentence of Death with- 
in themſelves, ſtand at the borders of the Grave, and 1 
expe& every Moment to be called hence, which makes 14 
it lo deſirable to fall into his Hand. It is very de- 1 
' Wl lichtful and inſtructive for us to meditate on the Com- ok 
fortable Frame of Spirit which ſome are bleſt with, 3 
n 
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when caſt upon a Bed of Sickneſs, who have no ex- 
pectation of a Reprieve from Death; then nothing but 
the Mercy of God in Chriſt can afford Relief, and car- 
ry a Man ſafely and comfortably through the Valley of 
mm Shadow ot Death. What are all his former Enjoy- 
ments, who has had as much as the World can give ? 
, How little does he now reliſh thoſe Things which once 
il  aforded ſo much Delight and Amuſement? Yea, the 
1 Comfort he has enjoy'd in Friends, the beſt part of the 
” W Gifts of common Providence, begins now to be Taſtleſs, 1 
N his Affections are diſentangled, the Relation almoſt 1 
* ME difolved, his Buſineſs is now immediately with God, Wil 
1 for he expects in a little time to ſtand before his Tribu- 
ral, when he is diſlodg'd from this Earthly Taberna- 
de. Now we mult ſuppoſe a Believer, thus chufing to 


h ol fall into the Hand of God, to have had ſome experi- 
an I ence of his Mercy before; doubtleſs, David had former- 
es ly been within the View of Eternity, and knew what it 
vas for one in the like Caſe, to encourage himſelf in 

God, and to have Recourſe to him as a God of Mercy. I 
2 Lon't ſay that all Saints have ſuch a meaſure of Comfort 
oY in their laſt Moments, tho* ſome have more than others; 
18 but where the Mercy of God is fo glorified, there the 


Soul will find as much of Heaven brought down into it 1 
38 any one can expect on this ſide Heaven. = 
The * 
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The Mercy of God to Souls that ſtand upon the 
Brink of. Eternity appears to be great in three Inſtans 
CES. 

1. In thoſe extraordinary Views which he is pleaſed 
to give them of the Heavenly State, whereby they hayg 
as it were a Prelibaticn of Glory, upon which account 
they may ſay, with Jacob, this is doubtleſs uo other than 
the Gate of Heaven; becauſe God gives ſuch bright diſ- 
coveries of that Glory which they are now haſtenicg 
to; and as Faith hath a clearer Sight, ſo it has more com- 
{ortable Fore- taſts of the Glory of the other World than 
ever it had before. Thus Stephen when fallen into the 
Hands of Men, but not left of God, whoſe Mercies were 
remarkably great to him, when juſt raking a ſtep from 
Earth to Heaven, he ſays, I fee the Heavens opened, aud 
Jeſus Chriſt ſtanding on the right Hand of God. Even ſo 
we ſometimes hear Saints ready to depart, having as it 
were one Foot on Earth, the other in Heaven, diſcourſing 
of the Things of another World, as thoſe who have a 
Senſation of them, not as matters of meer Speculatimn. 
Herein we have an Inſtance cf the great Mercy of God 
to them at laſt in the Concluſion of their Race, And 
can there be a greater or more ſeaſonable Diſcovery. . 
thereof, to any one on this ſide Heaven, than for God if 
to ſhine upon a Soul at ſuch a Time, with thoſe Beams 
of Glory, which are not only delightful, bat tranſport- 
ing; when he not only loves, but comes and manifeſts him- 
ſelf to him, and that in ſuch a way, as he does not to the 
Wirld, John 14. 21, 22. 

2. The Mercy of God to his Saints at laſt is very 
great, for to ſome he gives at that time a ful Aſ4rane 
of the Forgiveneſs of all their Sins, and comfortable Evi 
dences of their Right and Title to Eternal Lite. They 
who have been ſo often Queſtioning, and Endeavourlng 
to clear it up, whether they are the Children of God 
or no, and have many times gone on heavily, and 


been wounded in their Spirits, becauſe this _— 58 
cel 
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n in ſuſpence, and it may be the moſt that ever they 
before was a Perad venture, or a little Hope that 
would go well with them at laſt: But now the 
Light breaks in on a ſudden, and their Intereſt in 
Chriſt is made more evident than ever; all the Pains they 
we been at in Self-Examination before hath not been 
fetual, ro bring them to ſuch a full Aſſurance as 
bow; for here is nothing leſs than the Finger of God, 
s Spirit bearing Witneſs with their Spirits, that they are 
te Children of God, He tells them, that all their Sins 
re cancell'd and nail d to the Croſs of Chriſt, let them 
e never ſo hainouſly aggravated; that he hath accep- 
d the Ranſom that was paid for them, and is their 
concil'd Friend and Father, and therefore they 
2d not be afraid to ſtand before his Tribunal, for 
key ſhall ſtand there without the leaſt Guilt upon 
hem, ſhall be admitted into his immediate Preſence, 
| inherit a Kingdom prepar d for them before the HBunda- 
"> Wir of the Mirld, and behold the Face of the bleſſed 
eſus, whom they have ſo often worſhipped, to their 
„ preſſible and everlaſting Comfort. | 
a. Ihe Merey of God appears in enabling them to 

xerciſe thoſe Graces that are ſuitable to their preſent Con- 
en; and indeed Grace is ſometimes moſt live- 
"WF, when *tis neareſt its Perfection, when in a few 


9 linutes it will be acted in another Way, ſtript of all 
* s Imperfections, being perfected in, and crown d with 
„ory; therefore when he's very near the End of his 


ace, then he runs with greater Earneſtneſs, then he 
xperiences more of the ſupporting and quickening, as 
ell as comforting Preſence of ef pe = a Grace 
excited, the Heart enlarged, and abounds in love 
o God, with an humble and thankful owning of his 
lercies. Thus Jacob, when near his End, takes no- 
e of the Kindneſs of God to him, throughout his 


* mole Pilgrimage in this World, Gen. 48. 15, 16. The 
n which fed me all my Life long unto this Day, the An- 
. gel 
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gel which redeem'd me from all Evil > and he reſolves tq 
de found in a Waiting Poſture: Chap. 49. 18. I þ«M 
wa ted for thy Salvation, O Lord, and continues wor er 
ſhipping to the End, Heb. 11. 21. By Faith he w i 
ped, leaning upon the Top of his Staff. How ble d ; 
Thing is it with Stephen, to quit our Poſt in this World tan 
Calling upon God, Atts 7.59. and ſo to cloſe the Wor, uncc 
of Lite with that, which ought to be the main Buſi Sc 
neſs thereof! This is the Priviledge of ſome Saints, 
And the Mercy of God herein appears more illy 
ſtrious, becauſe of the preſent Inconveniencies of Na 
ture, which is declining and almoſt ſinking, fainting 
dying, altogether indiſpoſed for other Actions of ; 
* lower Nature, and the Thoughts ſcarce conſiſtent diſ 
when converſant about them: Yer moſt ſedate, und. Hane 
ſturb'd, and better qualified than ever for Divine Conte, 
templation, and he ſeems to be ſpirited, under his 
preſent Condition, to bear his Teſtimony to the Mercy 
- and Faithfulneſs of God, or that God deals familiar 
with Man. This certaigly carries in it the Mark 0 
ſupernatural Power; he is acted above himſelf, and ſ erer: 
becomes an Aſtoniſhment to Himſelf, as well as to as /; 
about him. As to outward Things a dark Scene ofich | 
Providence opens it ſelf, but all Things are brightMeart 
within, the outward Man is periſhing, but the tuward Mages 
1 and the ſtrength of God made perfect in ued- te ( 
refs. nd 
Moreover, the Mercy of God in thus cnablinghy G 
him to act Grace under his preſent Circumſtances leg 
diſcovers it ſelf in chaining up Satan, who would other- 
wiſe bring forth all his Artillery, direct all his fei th 
Darts againſt him. This would be the laſt and great low 
eſt Effort, and ſo far as ſuffer'd to prevail, would be 
beyond Meaſure diſcouraging not only to the dyinghnd te 
Believer, but to others, who are ſetting their Faces 
the ſame Way. How doleful would it be to think of take 
meeting with ſuch à Shock at laſt, and ſo fall, as it I 
were, tr; 


1 4 1 
. . 
were, into the Hands of God's greateſt Enemy ! Now 
o prevent this, the Adverſary, who can do nothing 
without Divine Permiſſion, is ſutier'd to deno more, 
than look with Envy upon him, but not, at leaſt in an 
acommon Way to moleſt or diſturb his Peace, or put 
a5 cop to the acting of Grace: Or it his Chain is 
engthen' d, tis only that the Mercy of God, who de- 
ons to give him che Victory, or, to uſe the Apolile's 
Phraſe, Rom. 8. 37, to make him more than a Conqueror, 
night bring to it ſelf a greater Revenue of Glory. 
Thus we have conſider d, how the Mercy of God 
d&play'd in enabling his People, when tall inco his 
and to exerciſe Grace. Now there are Three Gra- 
es, which they more eſpecially exerciſe. 
1. Self-Dedication. A Demand is made, the Sum- 
ons iſſued forth, and we muſt ſurrender our all to 
im, who is the original Proprietor thereof; this mult 
x done by an Act of Faith, and as it has been a Be- 
erers daily Practice to give up himſelf to God, ſo it is 
is laſt Nr. The Work of Faith began and ends 
ch it. When firſt the Grace of God lays hold on the 
leart of any one, he devotes himſelf to Him, acknow- 
ages his Right to him, profeſſes with the determi- 
eal· te Conſent of his Will, Lord, truly I am thy Servant: 
nd when he is encompaſſed with Difficulties, where- 
God deſigns to try, whether he retains the ſame 
ces legiance to him as as before; his Language is, as 
PJalm 31. 5. Into thy Hand I commit my Spirit, know- 
fene this to be only ay to find Safety: And at laſt, 
lowing the Pattern of kis Lord and Maſter, he ſays, 
Sin Luke 23.46. Into thy Hands I commend my Spirit; 
id together with it he willingly reſigns, at his Com- 
and, and gives up, all he has. 9. d. With this Soul 
ake all the Ornaments which thou haſt put upon it, 
whereby it is made to differ from others who are 
ere; Strangers to this Grace; take Poſſeſſion of thine 
Own, and as for all the Talents of leffer Value, 
| C 2 * which 
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& which were rather lent than given, and were de- 
ſign d to be left on this ſide the Grave, I give them 
© up with as much willingneſs, as I received them 
© from Thee at firſt.” This is one of the greateſt 
Acts of Faith that he ever put forth, and is entirely 
| owing to an uncommon Diſplay ot Divine Mercy, tg 
. one who is fallen into the Hand of God. 
| 2. A patieat Submiſſion to, and Acquieſcence in the Dj. 
Diue Will. This is a Grace which ſuppoſes a Soul to 
be under ſome Affliction ; and the greater the Pre. 
ſure is, the more its Truth and Excellency appears; 
And now we ſuppoſe a Believer paſſing through his 
and greateſt Trial. Other Afflictions are but like the 
ſhaking of a Building: But in this the Fabrick of Nu. 
ture, which he has been at ſo much Pains and Car 
to ſupport is about to be demolith'd, and it is not a 
ſingle Loſs that he ſuſtains, but he muſt part all with the 
World at once; and under this Trial, Patience ſhews 
its ſelf in its Submiſſion to, and well-pleaſedneſs with 
the Will of God; the Soul caits it felt at his Feet, 5 W 
not delirous to be any other than what God would} m 
have him, nor remain any longer in the World tha ris 
the Time pretixt by his Sovereign Decree. If he is conq af 
to the appointed Bounds which none can paſs; if his Courleſ jo 
is finiſhed, and a full Stop muſt be put to all the Wo th 
of Time, and whatever he has been Projecting, or ta N. 
king Pleaſure in the Fore-thoughts ot, left unfinih ¶ Li 
he's well content; if he muſt part with the dear} w. 
et Enjoyments which the World can afford, he reckon hit 
them no other than the Accommodations which he ha be: 
had in that Place, where he was no more than a StranMW thi 
ger, and a Sojourner, and is ready to take his leave o the 
them, acknowledging the Sovereignty of God in tix 
diſpoſing of all Things, and therefore his Language "YI 2 | 
the Wills} the Lord to be done. 
3. An earnefe deſire to be with Chriſt, As all our Spring 
of Comfort arc in Him, ſo his Vi/eation preſerve! Li 
| = i 
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its, and makes us glad. Deſire ſuppoſes, and is ex- 
cited by an abſent Good, and the common Deſires of 
Faith extend no farther, than that Chriſt would ſhew 
himſelf, tho it were as the Church ſays, Cant. 2. 9. 
through the Lattice, Iooking forth at the indus, 
that his preſence may put a ſuperadded Glory on every 
Ordinance, and thereby make us meet for Heaven : 
Bat when this is done, and a Believer hears the Voice 
of God calling him to come there, and beholds the 
ſymptoms of Death, which he reckons no other than 
Chriſt's Harbingers ſent to give Notice of his coming; 
then his Deſires are more enlarged, he longs to be in 
Heaven, and therefore ſays, Come Lord Feſqrs, come quick- 
I; why are his Chariot-Wheels ſo long a coming, 
wiſhing that every Sigh and Groan may be his Laſt, 
becauſe he deſires to be gone. 

And this he does not meerly becauſe of rhe Trou- 
bles and Af flictions which this Life is ſo full of; nor 
is it the Effect of Impatience by reaſon of Pains, 
Weakneſſes, or Diſorders of Nature, which is now al- 
moſt worn out and broken; Tis not becauſe he is wea- 
ried with the Fatigues, Hurries, Vexations, and Diſ- 
appointments which ſometimes out- ballance our En- 
joyments : Tis not becauſe he is able no longer to bear 
the Burthens which common Providence lays on Men: 
No, he is acted by a better Principle, tor a Suffering 
Life is not ſo irkſome to him, who has ſomewhat 
within that bears up his Spirits. Eut that which makes 
him no more than conter: to live in this World is, 
becauſe he ſees a more Glorious State beyond it, ſome- 
thing infinitely better than all that can be Enjoy d 
therein. Do we pleaſe our ſelves with the Society of 
Friends which have been dear to us as our Souls, ſays 
2 Believer, © I am going where J ſhall have better 
T Friends, converſe, not with thoſe who have a little 
G Grace mixt with abundance of Corruption, but in 
.. whom Grace is perfected ; I ſhall converſe with 
N thoſq 
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« thoſe whoſe Converſation will be more pleaſing than 
« what Thave had with them I moſt delighted in. And 
« As the beſt Aſſociates are thoſe who are molt like to 
cc God, and know and enjoy moſt of Him, there ] 
« ſhall be joyn d with the innumerable Company of Angel, 
« who alw:ys beheld the Face of God, and the Spirits 
&« of Juſt Men, not much below em, becauſe made per. 
« fett, who have this to ſay to the Praiſe of Re. 
« deeming Lore beyond what the Angels have, that 
ce they are Monuments of Divine Grace, brought thi- 
« ther out of great Tribulation, who were waſhed with the 
« Blood of the Lamb, and have received a full Diſcharge 
cc from the Guilt which they had contracted by Sin. And 
« as ſocial Worſhip is the beſt Employment, there is 2 
&« worſhipping Aſſembly as much more glorious than any 
ce here below as Heaven is than Earth, where there is 
© not the leaſt wandering Thouglit or Alienation of At- 
« fection from its bleſſed Object : But homage paid 
ce agrecable in ſome meaſure to the Obligations that 
ce enforce it, ſuited to the Diſcoveries they have of the 
te Divine Glory, and the Spotleſs Purity of thoſe who 
© arc ſo near the Throne of God and the Lamb. If 
this happy State and bleſt Employment be the high- 
eſt Attainment that they are capable of, no wonder 
that they deſire to be there. 

Moreover they deſire to be diſmiſs'd from this World 
that ſo the Body of Sin and Death may be deſtroy'd, 
which at preſent is no more than ſubdued, and that 
but in Part; that what they have ſo often prayed, 
longed, hoped for, may be conſerr d upon them, and all 
the Promiſcs have their full Accompliſhment, when 
cloſing their Eyes in this World, they open them in a- 
nother, and in an Inſtant are ſatisfied in his Likemeſs, 
who is the Defire of all Nations, 

Thus we have conſider'd the Kindneſs of God to 
his People, when they are in the utmoſt Extremity. 
But now let us enquire into the Reaſons why the Mer- 
* cy 
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cy of God is ſhewed to them at this Time, and that in 
ſo extraordinary a Manner. Five Reaſons may be aſ- 
fign'd for it. 

Firſt, This is a viſible Inſtance of his Regard to them, 
who have been Scorned and Injuriouſly treated by the 
World for his Sake, containing a Vindication, both of 
their Perſons and their Cauſe. 

1. Hereby the great God condeſcends to vindicate their 
Perſons from the Reproaches which have been caſt upon 
them, whoſe Religion is term'd Enthuſiaſm, their Pro- 
feſſion Hypocriſy, and their Hope a Deluſion. Let 
them walk never ſo inoffenſively towards Men, yet they 
cannot eſcape the Scourge of Tongues, ſet on Fire of 
Hell, Are they deſirous to retire from the World, be- 
ing reſerv d and auſtere, like John the Baptiſt, then 
they have a Devil; are they familiar and free, willing 
to take all Occaſions to do good to the worſt of Men, 
like our Saviour, then they are Friends to them in the vi- 
leſt Senſe, as being approvers of their Sin ; are they, 
like the Apoſtles, fill d with Zeal, for the promoting 
Truth and converting Souls, then they turn the World 
upfide down. And ſome have been ſo Malicious as to 
Reproach them for their humble Confeſſion ot Sin before 
God, with being Convicted out of their own Mouths, 
as Perſons not fit to live in the World; are they ſtrictly 
conſcientious, then they are Righteous overmuch ; are 
they exemplary in their Converſation, then they aim at 
popular* Applauſe, and do all to be ſeen of Men. Now 
nothing is ſo eitectual to give a check to theſe Reproa- 
ches then to behold their End, when their Enemies ſee 
n them a calm compoſed Frame of Spirit, when looking 
Death in the Face, and the Joys of Heaven ſhining in 
their Countenance, then they ate ready to ſay with 
Balaam, Let me die the Death of the Righteous, and let my 
laſt End be like his. 

2. Hereby God vindicates their Cauſe, which indeed 
s his own, Whatever be the pretended Reaſon of the 
Hatred 


) 


N 1 F — wn LY 

Y ST 4 " > es. WY > 

8 1 2 — £ — 
: — yy 4 * - — * 
3 3 — * os * 


. * Fw * 
mans p 
Ir 3 4 2 


tn 


E _—— 2 ono —— 
o ns | LI =Y” 7 o « AY a - 9 * 


4 
as] . 
iv 
- 4 
1 


4 


3 wn » 2 
y " 


Hatred expreſt by wicked Men againſt the People of 


(329) 


God, the Power of Godlineſs is the great Eye-ſore; 
Chriſt is hated in his Members, *tis his Cauſe that is 
oppoſed, and this they have committed to Him to 
plead; and when their Arguments, uſed to perſwade 
Men, that there is ſomething real and ſubſtantial in 
Religion, that Wiſdom's Ways are Ways of Pleaſantneſs, 13 
prevail not, God himſelf gives a Teſtimony to this ha 
Truth, which if duly confider'd, wou'd aitord a juſt but 
Conviction, their Enemies themſelves being Judges, al 
that he is the wiſeſt Man, who, tho he hazard the 7 
Loſs of all Things wins Chriſt, And if prevailing Fear 12 
or Diſtreſs of Conſcience, which many are under, 
through Divine Deſertion, and a Senſe of the Guilt 
and Power of indwelling Sin, who have notwith- 
ſtardiig the Root of the Matter in them, may have a 
Tendency to caſt a Blemiſh on the Ways of God; 
this is effectually wip'd off when we behold them, 
who have been, at ſome Times, very diſconſolate in 
Life, not deſtitute of Hope and Comfort at Death, or 
that their End is Peace, And how great a Foundati- 
on of Certainty have we, that there is a glorious Hat- 
veſt of Bliſs in Heaven, when many have the Firlt- 
fruits thereof in their way to it. 

Secondly, The Mercy ot God is extended to his Saints 
at laſt, when fallen into his Hand, that they may nt 
be preſs'd down above Meaſure ; he knows their Frame, 
and remembers they are Duſt, very eaſily caſt down, 
eſpecially, when his own Hand is lifted up againlt 
them; and at this Time Fleſh and Heart fail, and no 
Grace can be exercisd without his ſpecial Aſſi- 
ſtance: Therefore what can we do, if he then with- 
draws; How inſupportable is the Power of his Anger 
at any Time, but eſpecially in the awful View of Death! 
How gricvous is the Sting of Conſcience, if God 
does not then help, who only can; Therefore Mercy 
diſplays it {elf ſeaſonably in this Time of Need, and 
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"od gives him inward Joys, when he can rejoice in 
nothing elſe, he ſhall have ſuch a View of that Inhe- 
france, which he 1s going to take Poſſeſſion of, that ſhall 
arry him above his prefent Troubles, over-ballance 
ll his Fears, and cauſe him to reckon his preſent Af- 
fitions but light; becauſe there is a Divine Hand, 
that not only Supports him, and lightens his Burden, 
hut comforts him in the Fore-view of what he is to 
paſs through. 

Thirdly, God does this, that their ſurviving Friends 
may be brought to a willingneſs to refign them into his 
Hd; and that they may, in ſome Meaſure, be cem- 
orted under their afflictive Lofts. How hard is it for 
them to part, who have been united, not only by the 


4 ond of Nature, but Affection; and for thoſe who 
4; Wie left behind, to loſe the better Part of themſelves; 
n, fais is like the cutting off a right Hand, or plucking” 
in 


ut a right Eye; when Nature feels it's Burden, and 
s ready to ſay, as one of Lazaruss Friends, whoſe 
paſſion then ſeem'd to out-run his Faith, Let us go and 
fie with him: But when we' conſider them, as being 
n the Hand of a compaſſionate God, we commit 
hem to his tender Care, not concluding them loſt in 
he Shipwrack of Nature, but got ſafely to their de- 
rd Haven; eſpecially, when we conſider, how they 
rive there as Conquerors, leaving behind them ſome 
dignals and Trophies of Victory; we conclude them 
happier than our ſelves, and ſhall be glad, if we may 
neet them at Chriſt's right Hand, there to rejoice to- 
gether in a perfect Freedom from Sin and Sorrow. 
This quiets the Mind of ſurviving Friends; and there 
s a double Inſtance of Mercy extended, not only to 
thoſe who are gone, but to others from whom they 
od Mir: taken. | 
cy Hurthh, God does this, that he may ſhew what a 
nd bleed Connexim there is between Grace and Peace, or 
oc that the work of Righteonſnefs is Peace, and the Effect of 
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times a Believer waits a great while for this Mercy, 


His Preſence they waited for, and ſometimes enjoy d 
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Righteouſueſs, Quietneſs and Aſſurance for euer. Some- 


and the want of it has given him many an uneaſy 
Thought. Death, when look d upon at a greater Di- 
ſtance than now it is, has made him ſhrink back with 
Trembling ; and the Reaſon was, becauſe he had not 
that Aflurance of his Intereſt in the Mercy of God 9 
Eternal Life, which now he has. 'The Light which he 
has been long praying and waiting for, more than they 
that watch for the Morning, now breaks in upon him; 
and hereby we conclude, that the Expectation of the 
Peor forall not periſh for ever. The Seeds of Joy 
which were ſown, when Grace was firſt implant- 
ed in the Heart, ſhall ſpring up, though in God's own 
Time and Way; and then it will appear, that there 
is a delightful Harmony between the Graces and Con- 
lations of the Holy Ghoſt. 

Fifthly, God deals thus with his People when fal- 
len into his Hand, that others may be encourag'd by 
their Example, to run the Way of his Commandments, I 
it be enquird, What was the Converſation of theſe 
Men, whoſe Faith we are to follow, as we wou'd en- 
joy their Comforts. I Anſwer, They made an early 
Choice of Chriſt and Heaven; or elſe it was a grief df 
Heart to them all their Days that they did not, and 
the more they loſt of the Morning, the more diligent 
they were in redeeming the remaining part of Time; 
they counted Grace the moſt valuable Attainment; 
made Religion their Buſineſs, not engaging in it asa 
Matter of Indifference; nor did it;proceed from a ſla- 
viſh Fear and Dread of the wrath of God, but from 
the Senſe they had of its own Excellency and Beauty ; 
they were far from deſiring that Holineſs and Happi- 
neſs ſhou d be ſeparated; Chriſt's Righteouſneſs was 
their Sanctuary and Refuge in all Diſtreſs, the Foun- 
gation of their Hope, the Spring of their Comfort ; 


in 
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n Ordinances ; nothing was ſo much their Deſire as 
ne- Communion with him, and the Glory of God was 
cy, the End they had in View; for this they deſir'd to 
ay WM live, ro this their Actions had a Tendency, that they 
Ji- night honour him in the World. And as for the 
ich flcem of Men, they were not over-much ſolicitous a- 
nor bout it, at leaſt, no farther than as it might ſubſerve 
the higheſt and moſt valuable End; neither were they 
be nuch caft down, when meeting with undeſery'd Ha- 
Wired, and Reproach, from an ill-natur'd World, if 
mige be they had but the Anſwer of a good Conſci- 
the ence, confirm'd by the ſuperior 'Teſtimony of the Spi- 
Joy Wii of God, that in Simplicity, and Godly Sincerity, not 
m- flebly Miſdom, but by the Grace of God, they have h 
vn their Converſation in the Worla. | 
cre This is the brighteſt part of their Character, a fair 
Copy for our Imitation: But, if you enquire into the 
worlt part thereof you'll find, they charge themſelves 
with more Sin than all the World can do, and feel 
daily Conflicts within their own Breaſts, and often fall 
by its prevailing Power, eſpecially, when deſtitute of 
he influence of Divine Grace ; bur this is their Grief, 
nd Matter of daily Complaint, againſt which they 
ek Redreſs at the Throne of Grace, Conſider the 
rame of their Spirits, and you ll find them ſometimes 
oping, at other times almoſt at the Brink of Deſpair. 


ent but, take a View of them now, as fallen into the 
1 ands of Divine Mercy, and you'll find them —_ 
* is the ſweeteſt Comforts, vouchſaf d, not only for 


hetr preſent Relief, but that we may be induc'd to 
ake the ſame Choice that they have done, that their 
od may be ours, that ſo we may have the ſame 
Hope and Joy, when we come to the End of our 
ace. 

And this leads us to the laſt Thing propos d, viz. 
10 4 1 ſome practical Inferences from what has 
deen ſaid. 
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1. From the Greatneſs of the Mercy of God to 


thoſe who are fall'n into his Hands we learn, that tis 
our great Duty to live depending upon the Mercy of G 
in Chriſt ; have we nothing to do with Mercy, is if 
not to be regarded but in a Time of Extremity? Is it 

| 


not neceſſary to carry us through the World, as wellay 
to conduct us ſafely out of it? He that duly conſiders 


himſelf to be a Sinner, will ſee his Need of Mercy, t 
tho” he endur'd as little a Meaſure of the Calamities off » 
this Life as any one. Do we not need the Mercy of r 
God to forgive us our numberleſs Tranſgreſſions, to t 
give Strength againſt the daily Aflaults of IndwellingMW u 
Sin, to ſuccour us when tempted to it, and to ſuppotſ m 
our Spirits under the attlicting Senſe of Divine Di- b. 
pleaſure as its Conſequence, in the various Inſtances 
thereof. And if we thus need Mercy, ought we not 5. 
daily to plead with God for it, to put our ſelves under Si 
it's Prote&ion, and hope for a ſupply of all our Wants ci 
out of it's rich Treaſury. ke 
And when we have Recourſe to the Mercy of God an 


under any Diſtreſs ; let us conſider the Seaſon and way in 
in which it is to be expected; it comes ſometimes th 
when we are brought to the greateſt Extremity, help rc 
when Things are at the lowcit Ebb, and nothing cle O 
can afford Relief; Contider it allo as founded on the m 
Blood of Chriſt, and that 'tis for his ſake that the a! 
jeaſt Pity is extended to us, either in Life or Death the 
Conſider alſo how we are to depend on God for Mer inc 
cy, as it is a Perfection of his Nature, which he is ſaid vin 
to delight to gloriſie, and as contained in the Promiles, as 
which ſhall have their Accompliſhment, for he will He 
member his Werd to his Servants , wherein he ha Ser 
cauſed them to hore. Gu 

2. From the Conſideration of the Inconveniencies oi Bu 
being left in the Hands of Men deſtitute of the Gra tic 
of God, we learn. 5 as 
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Firſt, What Reaſon we have to be very humble under 
a Senſe of the Depravity of Human Nature. How is Man 
fallen from his Glory, having loſt that Holineſs with 
which he was at firſt adorn'd, and now abaſes himſelf 
even unto Hell! There is nothing ſo vile and contra- 


ry to the Dictates of common Humanity which has 


not been attempted by him; what a Reproach is this 
to the Human Nature; and therefore ſince we are in- 
vol vd in the Guilt of Man's firſt Apoſtacy, and natu- 
rally prone to all the Sins that are conſequent upon it, 
this gives occaſion to every one to lie low before God, 
under a Senſe of the vile Abominations that are com- 
mitted in the World, as well as the particular Part he 
bears therein. 

Secondly, Let us be very thankful for that Grace which 
puts a Difference between us and the molt profligate 
Sinners. If we have in our Nature the Sceds and Prin- 
ciples of all Sin, what a Mercy is it that our Wills, At- 
fections, and outward Actions do not Chooſe, Deſire, 
and commit thoſe Crimes, which we cannot look upon 
in others without Trembling, that we do not run with 
them in all Exceſs of Riot. io maketh thee to differ 
from another, or what haſt thou that thou haſt not received? 
Our obligation to God is great, for the Reſtraint of com- 
mon Prouidence, that keeps 1n our Corruptions as with 
a Bridle, does not ſuffer them to run that Length which 
they would otherwiſe do : But how much more are we 
indebted to Him if he has made us Partakers of a Di- 
vine Nature, and thereby ſet our Hearts againſt leſler 
as well as greater Sins; if this Fear implanted in our 
Hearts is what prevents them rather than a meer 
denſe of Shame, or the Fear of Men, which is the only 
Guard that many have from the greateſt Enormities. 
But can we truly ſay we endeavour as much to avoid 
thoſe Sins which none can charge us with but God, 
as thoſe that ate legible in our Foreheads; and tho' no 
Human Law is broken thereby, which tends to regu- 
late the Actions of Men, but cannot reach the Heart, 
yer 
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yet we conſider our ſelves as guilty before God of Sin 
when it is firſt conceived in the Heart, as well as when | 
tis openly committed in the view of all Men, If MW ( 
therefore our Hearts are thus chang'd by the Grace of [ 
God, we are hereby oblig d to the greateſt Thaykful. f 
nels. t 
Thirdly, Are we expos' d to great Danger when leſt t 
in the Hands of Men, who only want an Opportunity 
t 
C 


and God's Permiſſion to deſtroy us; then let us commit 
our ſelves daily to the Divine Protection, as our only Secu- 
rity. 1ſrael is ſaid to dwell in Safety; Becauſe the Eternal WI nc 
God is his Refuge, aud underneath are the Everlaſtin in 
Arms, Deut. 33: 27, 28. So David, who often com- WM nc 
plains of the miſchievous Deſigns, and deeplaid Plots 
of his Enemies, takes Encouragement in his God, whom 
he calls, Pſal. 18. 2. his Rock, Fbrtreſs, and Deliverer, 
Therefore let us caſt all our care upon him, and repoſe 
our Truſt ana Confidence in him. 

Fourthly, Let us take Notice F the many Deliverance 
we have had, to the Praiſe of our kind Preſerver; tis he 
that redeems our Souls from Deccit and Violence, 
Pſal. 72. 14. How often has he averted impending 
Evils, and while we look with a due Concern on the 
Calamitics of others, what Reaſon have we to admire 
the diſtinguiſhing Hand of God that prevents the like 
from betalling us. 

Fijthly, Let us improve thoſe ſad Inſtances of Violence, 

Barbarity, aud ſudden Death, which we are call'd by 
Providence at any time to obſerve; And we have a ve- 
ry awfull one which gave occaſion to this Diſcourſe, 
A yourg Man fallen into the Hands of Men, forced 
out of the World in an Inſtant, by the Outragious Cru- 
elty of thoſe who little confider the worth of an Im- 
mortal Soul, as tho' the Life of Man was no more va- 
lu2bie than that of a Worm, | NE Os 

It may be expected according to the Cuſtom of Fune- 


ral Diſcnrſes, that Iſhould enter into the Particular o 
| 15 
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his Character: But that is what I always avoid in like 
Caſes unleſs it be neceſſary for the Honour of God, to 
publiſh to the World either ſome remarkable Diſ- 
plays of his Grace to Men in Life, or their Experience 
thereof in the Approach of Death. As to the former of 
+ WY theſe,] was not ſufficiently acquainted with tits young 
Juan to render me a competent Judge of what, were 
+ W the ſecret Dealings between God and his Soul in tae 
- BE Courſe of his Life; and as to the latter, there cou'd be 
1) vo remarkable Acts of Faith, fuch as Waiting, Hop- 
ns, Longing tor the Coming of Chriſt, in one who had 
dot 2 Moment's Interval between perfect Health and 
is Dath. | | 
m [ ſhall therefore conclude with a few Words of Ad- 
„ ce, which this Providence leads me to ſuggeſt; and 
e chat more eſpecially to the younger Sort. You know 

not what a Day may bring forth, or when abſent from 
a MW Home whether ever you ſhall return there again; nor. 
ne is there any Day in which we can ſay we arc {ure it will 
e. not be our laſt. Wou'd it not therefore be our Wit- 
ng dom, Safety, and Happineſs to be always ready, fol- 
he {lowing our Saviour's Advice, Luk. 24. 42. to Watch as. 
ire Naar frwwing what Hour dur Lord doth come. Are there not 
ke Na thouſand uncommon Ways wherebylwe may be called 
hence 2 Then how u naccouutable is the Vanity, Pre- 


ve, Numption, and Hazard which they run wi o put off all 
by Thoughts of Repentance, as inconſiſtent with the Plea- 
ve- res they are reſolv d to purſue, determining notwith- 
rſe, landing to apply themſelves. to that Work when · the 
ced Decays of Nature, or Infirmities of Old Age give 
u- Varning that their Time is ſhort. What is this but 
Im- MW ſay that we will embrace Religion when we can 


purſue our Luſts no longer. And ſhall the whole Bu- 
neſs of Eternity be ſuſpended upon this Suppoſition, 
nat you ſhall have Notice before you are called out of 
s of MW: World? Bur ſuppoſe this was granted, is a Dying 

his Wi the fitteſt Time to begin the moſt Important Af- 
fate 
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Hair of Life, or are you ſure that then you ſhall Haß 
Grace to enable you to perform that Work which 500 
have diſingenuouſly put off to the unfitteſt Seaſon, and 
allotted for it no more than the Refuſe of Time. An 
you ſure that Satan will not be permitted to Aſſault 
you with more than ordinary Violence, and make che 
Thoughts of Death beyond Expreſſion Terrible ;7orcy 
you depend upon having the Conſolations of God then 
to whom they have been ſo {mall before. Let me then 
fore exhort and beſeech you to make an early Choicet 
Chriſt, and through his Grace enabling you, ſo to liy 
as thoſe who think the beſt Part of Time, Strengtt 
and Talents a Tribute due to him, from whom wen 
ceivd them. As this is molt reaſonable, ſo *twill ; 
ford Macter for a moſt comfortable Reflection hereake 
Then Death will be no ſurprize to you, in what Fe 
ſeever it comes, ſince the Conſequence thereof will þ 


your Everlaſting Salvation. 
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